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WASHINGTON-Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st-MA) announced                that the final version of the Fiscal Year 2002 Interior Appropriations                bill included $500,000 for the conservation of YMCA's Camp Hi-Rock                in Mount Washington. 

               Olver worked to secure funding for the Camp's conservation in the                Forest Legacy account within the Interior bill. The funding will                be used to purchase an easement (the right to develop a property),                in order to help preserve the 1,000 acres of land that belong to                the camp. 

               "Camp Hi-Rock is extremely valuable from an ecological perspective,"                Olver said. "This funding will help permanently protect the                land while enhancing the camp's operations."

               The effort to preserve Camp Hi-Rock is being spearheaded by the                Nature Conservancy's Berkshire Taconic Landscape Program, a three-state                program working in partnership with local communities and conservation                groups in Massachusetts, Connecticut and New York to protect the                Berkshire Taconic region, one of the most ecologically significant                landscapes of the northeastern United States. The Nature Conservancy                has committed to help raise private matching funds for the remaining                money needed.

               "This is a great opportunity to preserve critical habitat,                and the purchase will help protect the home of many rare species                and ecosystems," Olver added. 

               The property sits amidst 36,000 acres of unfragmented forest of                the Taconic Plateau. This forest area is one of the largest and                healthiest remaining forests in the Lower New England eco-region,                connects with other conservation targets, and serves as a critical                source of clean water to wetlands at a lower altitude.

               For more information about the Nature Conservancy's Berkshire Taconic                Landscape Program and Camp Hi-Rock, contact Frank Lowenstein at                (413) 229-0232.
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